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These Purdue University alumni published 
articles in volume 2 (2012) of the Journal 
of Purdue Undergraduate Research during 
their time spent completing their 
baccalaureate degrees. Since graduation, 
they have moved into successful careers 
in industry and have pursued further 
educational opportunities.
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for students with severe reading diffi culties and now 
with adults who read below a sixth-grade level.
What are your career goals?
My experiences as a reading tutor have made me 
realize my passion for teaching English and language 
arts. My current career goal is to become an English 
teacher in my county’s public school system so I can 
introduce research writing methods to middle and 
high school students.
How did the research you did as an undergraduate 
at Purdue impact your current endeavors? What 
is the value of undergraduate research?
My undergraduate research was a great way for me 
to take ownership of my college education and to 
leave Purdue University with my name on more than 
a degree. I believe it was because of this research 
and my passion for Purdue history that I was asked 
to be an editorial assistant for the old Power Plant 
book. Further, conducting research and learning to 
write for a broad audience provided valuable skills 
that I have applied to workplace and interpersonal 
communication. The value of undergraduate 
research is found in the network students create 
through outreach and partnerships in projects. These 
connections can lead to post-graduation positions and 
lifelong relationships.
What have you been doing since the publication 
of your article in JPUR, volume 2?
After publication, I had the great opportunity to work 
as Journal Coordinator for JPUR, volume 3. That 
experience led me to pursue freelance editing for a 
variety of projects from dissertations to books. The 
largest of these projects is due to be published this 
year—a book chronicling the history of Purdue’s old 
Power Plant that was demolished in 2014 for the new 
Thomas S. and Harvey D. Wilmeth Active Learning 
Center. This book has allowed me to continue 
learning about Purdue’s history as I did in my 
research article. In addition to freelance editing, since 
graduation, I have worked as a reading tutor, initially 






How did the faculty mentor relationship impact 
you during your time at Purdue?
My faculty mentor relationship was crucial to my 
success at Purdue because of the knowledge imparted 
to me and the consistency of my faculty mentor’s 
support. I was able to continually build upon my 
research goals and progress because of my faculty 
mentor’s advice and guidance. I took a class with my 
mentor, Professor Kristina Bross, each of my four 
years because of the great value she brought to my 
undergraduate experience.
How did the experience of publishing an article 
in JPUR benefi t you? What advice would you 
give to other undergraduates at Purdue who are 
interested in contributing to the journal?
My ability to communicate with others increased 
after publishing an article in JPUR. As a journal 
with a global reach, authors have to convey their 
specialized fi ndings to a vast audience, which 
requires skills in communicating technical work 
more simply. This skill has been benefi cial in 
all areas of my professional and personal life. I 
recommend all undergraduate research students 
to pursue publication in JPUR to further these 
communication skills and to explore the 
publication process.
What advice would you give to other 
undergraduates at Purdue who are
interested in doing research?
At times, Purdue can feel like a large university, 
but conducting research is an excellent way to fi nd
a smaller atmosphere where you can take ownership 
of your education and pursue questions with expert 
guidance.
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INTRODUCTION
Small communities throughout America have unique 
elements that set them apart from urban cities. In these 
small communities, chain restaurants and franchised 
stores are often overshadowed by customized, community-
oriented businesses. For example, Bruno’s Pizza in West 
Lafayette, Indiana, is a niche restaurant that contributes 
many memories for locals. It is in Bruno’s that a forgotten 
individual from the community history was discovered. 
This discovery encourages other communities to find the 
forgotten within their area and to become local historians 
who question the presentations of history around them.
Community Archives
Immediately upon entering Bruno’s Pizza, observant or 
veteran patrons recognize that Bruno’s is not simply a 
restaurant, it is a museum. In the foyer alone, patrons see 
photographs, posters, ephemera, and memorabilia that 
commemorate local athletics. Orlando Itin, co-owner of 
Bruno’s, is a collector, and he uses his restaurant to share 
his passion with his customers by displaying the vast 
amount of items that he owns. While the collection does 
not discriminate based on athletic success, as it includes 
memorabilia from the local high school sports teams to 
Super Bowl-winning quarterbacks and Olympic divers, it 
does have one overwhelming focus—Purdue athletics.
The walls of the restaurant are covered with autographed 
jerseys, photographs, magazines, footballs, and signs. In Big 
O’s Sports Room, where the athletic collection is housed, 
there are even several tables made from Purdue University’s 
old, wooden basketball court floor. To look at each item 
would take days, yet Itin is able to discuss each one. In 
addition to the items on the walls of the dining room, there 
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is a large display case that features hundreds more of the 
smaller and more valuable items in Itin’s collection. In 
this display case, customers will find the oldest item in 
Itin’s collection, a football program from 1901, as well as 
football bowl game rings, autographed National Football 
League helmets, and various other items—nearly 200 in 
all. Among the trading cards, programs, rings, footballs, 
and photographs is a small, tarnished football trophy. As 
a researcher tasked with documenting the collection and 
making it accessible to future researchers as an “unusual 
archive” (Stephens, p. 10), this trophy caught my eye.
Searching for Facts:  
Methods for Researching the Forgotten
The trophy is simply engraved, “H. G. Leslie‒Football‒ 
1903–1935,” and suggests no further explanation for its 
purpose. To begin uncovering its history, I first spoke to 
the owner of the collection, Orlando Itin. Unfortunately, 
Itin did not have much information about the source of the 
trophy, but he recollected that H. G. Leslie played football 
for Purdue and was later governor of Indiana. Itin then 
directed me to the State Road 26 bridge over the Wabash 
River because it had recently been dedicated to Leslie.
My interest was piqued by the questions that arose 
from the ambiguity of the trophy. Expecting to find 
information quickly and easily thanks to advances in 
modern technology, I conducted a simple online search 
for “H. G. Leslie,” hoping to read a short biography of his 
Figure 1. (above) Harry Leslie was a member of the 1903 
football team that was involved in the Purdue Wreck. He is 
pictured here with the rest of his team that season. Courtesy 
of the Purdue University Virginia Kelly Karnes Archives and 
Special Collections Research Center.
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